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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE. appointed to consider the Laws which 
regulate the Linen Trade of Ireland, particularly such as relate 
to Foreign Linen Yarn and Foreign dressed Flax, and to report 
their Opinion and Observations thereupon from time to time to 

The House ; Have further considered the Matters referred to 

them, and agreed upon the following REPORT : 

A MONG the many Parliamentary inquiries which have lately been 
-CA. made into the internal condition of Ireland, Your Committee feel 
that the subject referred to them for investigation is amongst the most 
important ; inasmuch as the Linen Manufacture (tracing it through all its 
various stages, from the culture of the Flax to the weaving of the Linen,) 
affords employment and support to a far greater portion of the people of 
that country than any other branch of public industry, and is intimately 
connected with the peace and prosperity of Ireland. 

Your Committee according^ entered on the subject submitted to their 
consideration, with an anxiety proportionate to its importance, and called 
before them several witnesses well informed in the business of the Linen 
Trade, as it is carried on in Ireland, and some persons also, who are 
extensively engaged in it in England and Scotland. Your Committee have 
thereby been enabled to compare the different habits of pursuing the same 
manufacture in different parts of the same empire. 

The Evidence of these witnesses is annexed to this Report, together 
with an Appendix, containing a document illustrative of the origin of the 
manufacture in Ireland, and its continued claim to Parliamentary support ; 
also Returns showing the present extent of the Trade, the expense of 
the Establishment under the direction of the Linen Board, and the appro- 
priation of their Funds. Your Committee have likewise subjoined several 
Resolutions, containing their opinions upon some of the principal divisions 
of their inquiry, which have been already reported to the Bouse ; but in 
presenting them again as a part of their final Report, they deem it neces- 
sary to accompany them with a few observations. 

In considering the Laws relating to the Linen Trade of Ireland, Your 
Committee found that many of them, which were deemed wise and neces- 
sary at the time of their enactment, have become inapplicable to the 
present usages of the Trade, and if now enforced would produce great 
inconvenience, and ought therefore to he repealed ; and as others of them 
required much revision and amendment. Your Committee have therefore 
thought it expedient to propose the consolidation into one Act of all such 
provisions as are found to be necessary for the future regulation of the 
Trade. 

A Bill for this purpose has been accordingly prepared, which does not, 
however, notice the duty on the importation of Foreign dressed Flax, 
a reduction of which duty, already recommended by Your Committee in 
their First Report, has been adopted and provided for in the Customs 
Bill. 
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4 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

The inspection of Foreign Flax-seed by a public officer on importa- 
tion, for the purpose of ascertaining its soundness and fitness for sowing, 
had hitherto been carefully provided for by law. The necessity of such 
inspection has, however, been lately questioned ; and, pursuant to a re- 
commendation of Your Committee, the Bill provides for the repeal of 
such inspection from and after the 1st of July 1826 ; by which time the 
policy of continuing that inspection, in respect to which there exists so 
much diversity of opinion, may be further considered and investigated. 

It has appeared to Your Committee, that the preparation and manage- 
ment of Irish-grown Flax are extremely defective, and very injuriously so 
to the cultivators and manufacturers, and ought to be brought to public 
market in a state perfectly free from any fraudulent mode of making it 
up that could impose upon a purchaser ; and it has been made clear to 
Your Committee, from the evidence of intelligent persons, that Irish- 
grown Flax, if properly managed and judiciously made up for sale in a 
clean and uniform state, would eventually supply the British Manufacturer 
of Linen, and thus become a branch of very profitable export. 

With respect to Foreign and British Yarns, Your Committee recom- 
mend that they should be henceforth exempted from all examination by 
a public officer ; but that the existing regulations, in regard to the sale 
of Irish Yarns and Brown Linens, should be continued under certain 
modifications and diminutions of penalties, but with this provision, affect- 
ing each of these three different branches of the Trade, that none of these 
regulations shall affect any Irish Flax, or Irish Yarn, or Irish Brown 
Linen, except such as shall be exposed to sale in public and open market ; 
leaving, at the same time, all persons free to sell at other times and 
places, when and where they may think most convenient. 

But while, from an unwillingness to force any hasty changes upon the 
settled habits of a people long engaged in an established manufacture. 
Your Committee thus recommend to the Legislature the policy of 
continuing to give a legal sanction to some parts of the system of regula- 
tion by which it has been governed, they still hold it to be their duty 
to this House, as well as to those who are engaged in the Linen Trade of 
Ireland, to state unreservedly their own opinions upon this most important 
subject. 

The system of conducting the Linen Manufacture in England and 
Scotland, as described to Your Committee by the witnesses from those 
countries, appears to be in many instances preferable to that which is pur- 
sued in Ireland. The different branches of the Trade in Great Britain are 
divided among different persons, each of those branches becoming a 
separate business in itself ; and this division of labour necessarily leads to 
a better economy of time, and the production of more even and better 
fabricks, ail which advantages might be gradually introduced into Ireland ; 
and it is only by gradual measures these improvements can be obtained. 

Your Committee abstain from offering any opinion on the policy of 
collecting the peasantry into towns or villages, or disturbing their present 
habits of mixing agricultural with manufacturing occupation. 

With a view to the introduction of this improved division of business. 
Your Committee would chiefly direct the attention of the Linen Board to 
forward, by every means in their power, all possible improvement in the 
cultivation and the dressing of the Flax. The efforts which the Board 
have already made towards encouraging the erection of Flax Mills, should 
therefore be followed up with increased anxiety, so as to have the Flax 
brought to market in the cleanest condition and at the cheapest rate. 

Your 
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ON THE LINEN TRADE OF IRELAND. 5 

Your Committee are disposed to dwell upon this subject, as it is of 
considerable importance, not merely to the interests of Ireland, but to 
those of the Empire at large ; for so long as we are obliged to import from 
Foreign Countries this elementary part of the Linen Manufacture, so long 
must those countries who engage in that manufacture themselves, possess 
an advantage over our own; and there is every reason to believe that 
Ireland, by an extended cultivation and improved treatment of her Flax, 
might, without at all encroaching upon the quantity necessary for her 
home consumption, supply the demands ot the British market. 

Next in importance to the dressing of the Flax, is the spinning and 
sale of the Yarn, which, from the evidence before your Committee, are 
carried on in Ireland in a way very capable of improvement. It has 
been stated to Your Committee, that the Irish Spinner too often endea- 
vours to get the greatest possible length of Thread out of a given quantity 
of Flax, without any regard to what may be the quality ot that Thread 
when produced Thus, four to five hanks of Yarn are often spun out of 
that quantity of Flax, which, to make good Cloth, ought not to have 
been spun into more than two. A poor raw Thread, incapable of pro- 
ducing a good stout fabriek, is thereby sent among the Weavers, to the 
great injury of the manufacture. But the evils of this branch of the 
Trade do not end here. Almost the whole of the spinning is carried on 
by poor people, who naturally look with anxiety to the time the market- 
day comes round, for which they seek to provide themselves with as much 
Yarn as they are able, gathering it up from every member of their own 
families, sometimes from those of their neighbours, and always more anxious 
about the bulk of their bunches, than desirous of sorting them according to 
the different grists of the different Yarns that compose them. Thus the 
two things essentially necessary to enable a Weaver to make good Linen 
are too often denied to him ; namely, good and even Yarns well assorted. 
Towards accomplishing these important objects. Your Committee look 
forward to the introduction of the spinning by Machinery, and the esta- 
blishment of Yarn Greens, to be kept by persons who would buy up the 
Yarn from the Hand Spinners, and bleach and assort it, and prepare it for 
the W eavers, so that each man who came to buy from them might be able 
at once to provide himself with as much as he wanted of that particular 
kind of Yarn, unmixed with any other, that was suitable to the particular 
quality of Linen he was preparing to weave. It appears from the evidence 
before Your Committee, that considerable improvements have been made 
in the last twenty years in Great Britain in the Machinery for spinning 
Yarn. Mill-spun Yarn, about twenty years ago, could not be made finer 
than fifteen cuts to the pound ; but within that time it has been raised 
to near fifty, and very considerable advance in the fineness of Mill-spun 
Yarn is still further expected. 

In recommending the establishing of the Spinning Mill, Your Commit- 
tee do not apprehend any injury to the Hand Spinners. Every thing 
that tends to improve and cheapen the Manufacture, will increase the 
demand for it : and therefore, instead of fearing any want of employment 
for them, an increased consumption of their Yarn is rather to be looked 
for ; and the more so, if Greens for the Bleaching of Yarn shall be 
established. 

With respect t6 the business of Weaving, Your Committee are of 
opinion, that it is now carried on more beneficially in England 
and Scotland for the Weaver than in Ireland, who is generally the 
owner of the Cloth he makes, mostly performing all those previous 
processes in his own imperfect way, each of which would be better exe- 
cuted if made a separate business in itself, and carried on with better 
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6 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

means and more intelligence than the Weaver is found to possess. It will 
however, be the duty of the Linen Board, so long as the present system 
lasts, to assist the Weaver by procuring information for him upon every 
improvement adopted in Great Britain, such as models of the newest Fly 
Shuttles, and most approved Looms, with which he ought to be made 
familiar. 

Your Committee do not, however, recommend the weaving business in 
Ireland to be assimilated to the better system of Great Britain by any 
interference of the Legislature, which never should concern itself, except 
when it was absolutely necessary, with the internal management of any 
manufacture. This system has already begun in the North, and il is 
chiefly through that intelligent portion of the country that we can hope to 
establish any great improvement of this kind. A very well informed 
witness, who carried on the Linen Trade in Scotland, says, “ The best 

sheeting that I have ever seen made in Ireland, is made by a Manu- 
“ facturer who employs a number of Weavers, and which Cloth never 

came to'the Brown Market, but was sold directly to the Bleachers.” 
This is by no means a single case, as there are extensive Manufacturers who 
buy and give out the Yarn to Weavers to be woven into Cloth, and have 
become a numerous class of persons in the North ; and the more they in- 
crease, the more it will be for the benefit of Ireland. The Weaver, who 
works for another, must save all that time which he now consumes in 
going to and returning from market ; and all those fluctuations in the 
price of Linen, which now fall upon himself, would in that case fall upon 
the person who employed him. Thus the situation of the working 
Weavers would be improved without necessitating any change in their 
numbers, or in their dispersed residences throughout the country parts of 
Ireland, or any alteration in their local comforts in any way whatsoever. 

Your Committee have endeavoured thus shortly to offer their views of 
the present state of the Linen Manufacture, which is of such essential 
importance to Ireland, together with their suggestions for its improvement ; 
and beg leave to state, that the continuation of a superintending authority 
to regulate its concerns, so long as they shall be affected by legal pro- 
visions, is, in the opinion of Your Committee, necessary, as well as to 
make judicious appropriation of the annual grant of Parliament, still 
usefully voted for the encouragement and advancement of the state of the 
Manufacture of Ireland. 

22 June 1825. 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Laws 
which regulate the Linen Trade of Ireland , particularly such 
as relate to Foreign Linen Yarn and Foreign dressed Flax, and to 
report their Opinion and Observations thereupon from time to time 
to The House Have considered the Matters referred to them, 
and agreed to the following RESOLUTIONS : 

1. Resolved , 

r | ’HAT it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is expedient 
A to place the Irish Manufacturers of Linen on the same footing- 
in respect of the free use of British Mill-spun Yarn, and Foreign Yarn, 
with the English and Scotch Manufacturers. 

2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
expedient to repeal or lower the Duties on Foreign undressed Flax, 
dressed Flax and Yarn. 



(CO 



REPORT from the Select Committee on the Linen Trade of Ireland. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Laws 
which regulate the Linen Trade of Ireland , particularly 
such as relate to Foreign Linen Yarn and Foreign dressed Flax, 
and to report their Opinion and Observations thereupon from time 

to time to The House ; Have further considered the matters 

referred to them, and agreed to the following REPORT : 

1. Resolved, 

T^HAT it is the opinion of this Committee, That Ireland has 
A claims undoubtedly strong upon the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, for every aid and encouragement necessary to the main- 
tenance and support of the Linen Manufacture, at least to the extent 
of the Annual Parliamentary Grant made and confirmed under circum- 
stances detailed in a document in the Appendix, numbered 1. 

2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
Laws which relate to this important branch of the public industry 
of Ireland require revision and amendment, and many of them that 
were wise and necessary at the time of their enactment, and under 
which the Manufacture in its origin throve, would, if now enforced, 
produce much inconvenience, if not a serious injury, in many particu- 
lars, to the interests of the Manufacture, and such Laws ought there- 
fore to be repealed. 

A ^ 3. Resolved, 
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8 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

3. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, 
proceeding in the consideration of those Laws according to the order 
in which they affect the Manufacture, it appears to this Committee, 
that it would not be expedient to alter the system of the inspection of 
Flax-seed previous to the 1st of July 182(3, before which time the 
policy of continuing that inspection may be further investigated. 

4. Resolved , That it is the opinion of this Committee, That Irish 
Flax would be in very extensive and increased demand for exportation 
for the use of the British manufacturers of Mill-spun Linen Yarn, if 
brought to market in a clean regular made-up state, and would thus 
be equally applicable to and sought for by those manufacturers, and 
answer all the purposes of their manufacture, as any Foreign Flax 
whatsoever; but thev supply themselves to a comparatively small 
extent with Irish Flax, in consequence of the dirty imperfect state in 
which it is offered for sale, to the injury of the growers and vendors of 
the article, to the amount of from twenty-five to thirty per cent on the 
value. 

5. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
therefore expedient to provide, that Flax fraudulently made up for sale 
in public market shall be punishable by small fines, recoverable before 
a Magistrate on the complaint of a purchaser : — And it is further the 
opinion of this Committee, That the attention of the Linen Board ought 
to be very particularly directed to the best practice of making up Flax 
lor sale, to the most effectual method of giving publicity to that system, 
and of encouraging the dealers in Flax to adopt it. 

6. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the fur- 
ther advancement, prosperity and success, of the Linen Manufacture in 
Ireland will very much depend upon bringing into general use the 
improved description of Scutch-mill for dressing Flax, and upon 
establishing mill-machinery for spinning Linen Yarn, which will not, in 
the opinion of this Committee, interfere with the interests of the spinner 
of hand-spun Yarn, as both mill and hand-spun Yarn are required, 
and in great demand, for different parts of the manufacture of Linen. 

7. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
expedient that Irish Yarn, exposed for sale in public market, be sub- 
jected to regulations respecting length and count, and equal quality ; such 
regulations to be enforced (not as at present, by the forfeiture of the 
Yarn,) but by small fines, recoverable before a Magistrate. 

8. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
expedient to exempt Foreign and British Yarn, imported into Ireland, 
from any regulation, or by any inspection of any public Officer. 

9. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That all 
Brown Linen exposed to sale in a public market, shall be subject to 
the present legislative regulations in respect to the lengths, breadths, 
measurement, sealing and inspection of said Linens ; such regulations 
to be enforced by small fines, recoverable before a Magistrate ; but 
neither Irish Yarn nor Brown Linen Cloth shall be subject to any legis- 
lative rule or restriction, unless when brought to public fair or market 
for sale. 

10. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That a 
Fund being provided for the encouragement and advancement of the 
Linen Manufacture of Ireland, and legislative enactments for the 
regulation of that Manufacture being necessary, together with Officers 

appointed. 
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appointed, responsible for the execution thereof, some superintending 
authority is required to make due application of such Fund, to control 
the conduct of such Officers, to receive and decide upon the claims 
of those taking interest in promoting the Manufacture, and in hearing 
and redressing the complaints of parties concerned in or connected with 
the Trade. 

11. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
distribution of the small utensils, consisting of wheels and reels, here- 
tofore placed at the individual disposal of the Members of the Linen 
Board, may be discontinued for the future, without any injury to the 
Linen Trade. 

12. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
Linen Trade having acquired a degree of advancement in the North 
of Ireland highly beneficial to the industry, wealth and moral habits of 
the people, a most zealous attention ought to be exerted for the pur- 
pose of extending that Trade into the other parts of Ireland. 

13. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
rooms, buildings and premises in the Linen and Yarn Halls of Dublin 
ought to be let for any term not exceeding seven years, to the Factors 
and others engaged in the Linen and Yarn Trade of Ireland, or to 
persons concerned in any other of the Manufactures of Ireland, for 
their accommodation, and for the storing the produce of these Manu- 
factures. 

14. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
Chairman do report these Resolutions to the House ; and move for 
leave to bring in a Bill grounded thereon. 

7 June 1825. 



463. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 
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APPENDIX. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Origin and Particulars of the Annua! Partiamentary Grant, for 
the Maintenance of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland. 



T HE Public Establishments of Ireland accustomed to receive aid from Parliament, 
are in the habit of annually presenting to the Government of the Country, at the 
clothe of every year, an Account of the particulars of their intended Expenditure for the 
yfear to come, with a view to found upon the expediency of them, their Claim to a suitable 
Grant, but the Trustees of the Linen Manufacture ask, and receive, one fixed Sum, upon 
an Estimate, which they annually furnish, in the following form : 

“ Estimate of the Expense of the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manu- 
“ FACTURES of Ireland, for the year to end the §th of January. 

Irish. British. 

£.21,600 that is £. 19,938 9 2 1 

This is the Sum, and with the exception of the British Money, introduced since the 
Union of the Legislatures, the Form too, of the annual Estimate. 

Before the particulars of this sum shall become the subject of inquiry, it were well to 
give, by way of Preface, the following Extract from a Paper, prepared and presented 
to the Trustees,* by the Right Honourable John Fostek, now Lord Oriel, because it 
will show the origin of our Linen Manufacture, and the kind of inter-national Compact, 
that was formerly made in its favour, between the separate Legislatures of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 



“ It was first planted here by f Lord Strafforde, in the reign of Charles the First, whose 
endeavours to establish it were afterwards well supported by the Duke of Ormonde; but 
it had not gained much ground at the time of the Revolution, the Woollen being the 
true and natural Staple of the Irish, their climate and extensive sheep-grounds ensuring to 
them a steady and cheap supply of the raw material, much beyond their home-consumption : 
and it appears from the preamble to the English Statute of 10 and 11 Wm. III. chap. 10, 
that they were at the time possessed of a % profitable Export of it. 

“ This Export was supposed to interfere, and very probably did, with the Export from 
Britain; and a plan was in consequence undertaken there, to annihilate the Woollen- 
Trade of Ireland, and to confine us to the Linen Manufacture in its place. 

“ Accordingly, an Act was passed in England, 1696, § (7 &, 8 of Will. cap. 39,) for 
inviting Foreign Protestants to settle in Ireland, as the preamble recites, and, with that 
view, enacting, that the import of all sorts of Hemp and Flax, and all the productions 
thereof, should from thenceforth be admitted Duty-free from Ireland into England ; giving 
a preference, by that exemption from Duty, to the Linen Manufacture of Ireland, ove'r 
the Foreign, estimated at the time, as a Report of the Irish House of Commons, on the 
1 1 th of February 1 774, states, to be equal to 25 per Cent. 

“ This happened in 1 696, and in pursuance of the foregoing plan, both Houses of the 
English Parliament addressed King William, bn the 9th of June, 1698. 

“ The Lords stated in their Address,' that the growing Manufacture of Cloth in Ireland, 

* both by the cheapness of all sorts of necessaries of life, and the goodness of materials for 
‘ making all manner of Cloth, doth invite your subjects of England, with their families and 
' servants, to leave their habitations to settle there, to the increase of the Woollen Manu- 

* facture in Ireland, which makes your loyal subjects in this Kingdom very apprehensive, 
‘ that the further growth of it may greatly prejudice the said Manufacture here; by which 

the Trade of this Nation, and the value of Lands, will greatly decrease, and the number 
‘ of your people be much lessened here ; wherefore, we humbly beseech your most sacred 

* Vid. Their Printed Proceedings, 1814, p. 194. J Brit. Statutes, Vol. IV. p. 9. 

t Vid. llis Letters and Dispatches as the Lord § Brit. Statutes, Vol. III. p. 637. 

Deputy of Ireland, 1633 to 1636. 

* Majesty, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON THE LINEN TRADE OF IRELAND. 



‘ Majesty, that your Majesty would be pleased, in the most public and effectual way that 
‘ may be, to declare to all your subjects of Ireland, that the growth and increase of the 
‘ Woollen Manufacture there hath long, and will be ever looked upon with great jealousy 
‘ by all your subjects of this Kingdom, and if not timely remedied, may occasion very strict 
' Laws totally to prohibit and suppress the same; and, on the other hand, if they turn their 
‘ industry and skill to the settling and improving the Linen Manufacture, for which, gene- 
‘ rally, the Lands are very proper, they shall receive all the countenance, favour, and protection 
‘ from your Royal Influence, for the encouragement and promotion of the Linen Manufacture, 
‘ to all the advantage and profit they can be capable of.' 

‘ The Commons stated their sentiments, at the same time, in the following terms: 
' We, * your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons in Parliament 
‘ assembled, being very sensible that the wealth and power of this Kingdom do, in a great 
‘ measure, depend on the preservation of the Woollen Manufacture, as much as possible, 
‘ entire to this Realm, think it becomes us, like our Ancestors, to be jealous of the 
‘ Increase, and Establishment of it elsewhere, and to use our utmost endeavours to prevent 
‘ it. And, therefore, we cannot without trouble observe, that Ireland, which is depen- 

* dant on, and protected by England, in the enjoyment of all they have, and which is 
‘ so proper for the Linen Manufacture, the Establishment and Growth of which there, 
‘ would be so enriching to themselves, and so profitable to England, should of late apply 
‘ itself to the Woollen Manufacture, to the great prejudice of the trade of this Kingdom, 
‘ and so unwillingly promote the Linen Trade, which would benefit both themselves and 
‘ us ; the consequence whereof will necessitate your Parliament of England to interpose 
‘ to prevent the mischief that threatens us, unless your Majesty, by your authority and 
‘ great wisdom, shall find means to secure the trade of England, by making your 

* subjects of Ireland to pursue the joint Interests of both Kingdoms. And we do most 
‘ humbly implore your Majesty’s protection and favour in this matter, that you will make 
‘ it your royal care, and enjoin all those you employ in Ireland, to make it their, care, 
‘ and use tneir utmost diligence to hinder the Exportation of Wool from Ireland, except 
' to be imported hither, and for discouraging the Woollen Manufacture, and encouraging 
‘ the Linen Manufacture of Ireland, to which we shall always be ready to give our utmost 
‘ assistance.' 

“ Ilis Majesty thus replied to the Com mo. ns :f ‘ 1 shall do all that in me lies to dis- 
‘ courage the Woollen Manufacture in Ireland, and encourage the Linen Manufacture there, 
‘ and to promote the Trade of England.’ 

“ Stronger declarations could not well be made than in these Addresses and Answers, 
that if the Irish would come into the Compact of giving up their then great staple of 
Woollens in England, and cultivating the Linens in lieu thereof, they should receive ‘ all 
‘ the countenance, favour and protection, for the encouragement, and promotion of their Linen 

* Manufacture to all the advantages their Kingdom was capable of:' that the Commons would 
always be ready to give their utmost assistance, and his Majesty would do all that in him 
lay ‘ to encourage the Linen Manufacture there,’ and they had the effect of inducing the 
Parliament of Ireland to accede, as will appear from what follows: 

“ The Lord Justices of Ireland say, in their Speech to the Irish Parliament, the 27th 
of September, 1698, J * Amongst those Bills, there is one for the encouragement of the 
‘ Linen and Hempen Manufactures. At our first Meeting we recommended to you that 
‘ matter, and we have now endeavoured to render that Bill practicable and useful for that 
{ effect, and as such we now recommend it to you. The settlement of this Manufacture 
‘ will contribute much to people the country, and will be found much more advantageous 
‘ to this Kingdom than the Woollen Manufacture ; which, being the settled Staple Trade 
1 of England, can never be encouraged here, for that purpose ; whereas the Linen and 
‘ Hempen Manufactures will not only be encouraged as consistent with the Trade of England, 

* but will render the Trade of this Kingdom both useful and necessary to England.’ 

“ The Commons replied, § ‘ We pray leave to assure your Excellencies, that we shall 

* heartily endeavour to establish a Linen and Hempen Manufacture here, and to render the 
‘ same useful to England, as well as advantageous to this Kingdom; and we hope to find 
‘ such a temperament in respect to the Woollen Trade here, that the same may not be 
‘ injurious to England.’ 

“ In pursuance of this answer, they evinced that temperament most effectually, by 
passing an Act || for laying prohibitory Duties on the Export of their own Woollen 
Manufacture, — thus accepting the National Compact, and fully performing their part 
of the agreement, and by that performance giving an incontrovertible claim to Ireland 
upon England, and consequently upon Great Britain, for a perpetual encouragement of the 
Linen Manufacture * to all the advantage and profit that Ireland should at any time be 
1 capable of.' 

“ It is to be observed, that so anxious was England for confirming and enforcing this 
ratification given by Ireland, that their Parliament soon after passed a Law affecting to 
enact what subsequent times have shown it was incompetent to, which we therefore here 
mention, merely to point out the stress which England laid on the. sacrifice made by 
Ireland, of its great and natural Staple Trade, in exchange for a new Staple, resting on a 
Material, not the natural growth of the Country, and the establishment of which was but 
iu its infancy, though nurtured for near sixty years by the Government of the Kingdom. 



• English Com. Jour. Vol. XII. p. 338. 
t English Com. Jour. Vol. XII. p. 339. 
I Irish Com. Jour. Vol. II. p. 241. 



§ lb. p. 243. 

|| Irish Statutes, 10th Will. 111. Cap. 3, Vol. 

m. P . 47 , £ 
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The Act we refer to is the lo and 1 1 William III. cap. 10, which recites, ‘ that Wool and 

* the Woollen Manufacture of Cloth, Serge, Bays, Kerseys, and other Stuffs, made or 
‘ mixed with Wool, are the greatest and most profitable Commodities of the Kingdom, on 
‘ which the value of Lands and the Trade of the Nation do chiefly depend ; that great 
‘ quantities of the like Manufactures have, of late, been made, and are daily increasing in 
‘ the Kingdom of Ireland, and in the English Plantations in America, and are exported 
* from thence to Foreign Markets, heretofore supplied from England: all which inevitably 
‘ tends to injure the value of Lands, and to ruin the Trade and the Woollen Manufacture 

* of the Realm, and that, for the prevention thereof, the Export of Wool, and of the 

* Woollen Manufacture, from Ireland, be prohibited, under the forfeiture of Goods and 

* Ship, and a penalty of gooi. for every such offence.’ 

“ It is to be further observed, that the Irish were at the time of, and for two years 
previous to, this Compact, in full possession, as already stated, of a preference for their 
Linens over Foreign in the British Markets, to the amount of 25 per Cent; and we may 
add further, of a preference offered to British Merchants and Capitalists to export the 
Irish Linens, rather than Foreign, by part of these Duties being retained on the export of 
the Foreign, and not drawn back ; and as far as we understand the Acts upon the subject, 
we think we may confidently assert, that though this preference, from time to time, has 
varied both in quantity and in the mode, yet its principle has never ceased to exist ; and 
from the time this Nation exchanged its Staple Trade of Woollen, for the assurance of 
‘ every favour and protection which its Linen Manufacture should be capable of receiving ,’ 
the Linens of Foreign Countries have never been exportable from Great Britain, without a 
charge of Duty upon them.” 



Without further adverting to the Parliamentary arrangements that were made between 
Great Britain and Ireland, for the support of our Linen Manufacture, about which 
abundant details will be found in the * History of both Countries, it is enough to say, that 
in observance of them, the Lord Lieutenant of this Country was always accustomed at the 
opening of every Session of the Parliament of Ireland, to recommend it to the attention of 
both Houses in the + Speech from the Throne. 

“ All these circumstances necessarily led to the Linen Manufacture of Ireland being an 
object of Parliamentary support. The Grant that was made for its uses consisted, for many 
years, of four sums, which were annually voted in the following words : 

1 . A Sum of 7,250 1. for one year “ to encourage the growth of Flax in 

“ this Kingdom" 7,250 - — 

2. A further sum of 10,350/. for one year, to be applied by the Trus- 

“ tees « such manner, as shall appear to them to be most 
“ conducive to promote and encourage the Linen and Hempen 
“ Manufactures, the said Sum tp be in the place, and stead of a like Sum, 

“ paid to them out of the produce of the Duties on Tea and Coffee ” - 1 0,350 - 

3. A further sum of 2,000/. for one year, “ to encourage the raising suffi- 

“ dent quantities of Hemp and Flax in this Kingdom ” - 2,000 

4. A further Sum of 2,000 /. for one year, “ for the encouragement of 

“ the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures in the Provinces of 
“ Leinster, Munster, and Connaught ” - - - - 2,000 

£21,600 



“ That these four Grants are of long standing, will appear from the following t history 
of them : 

*• — “ In the year 1709, before the establishment of the § Linen Board of Ireland, 
an Act was passed, 8th of Queen Anne, Cap. 12, |j by which it was thus declared and 
enacted : — ‘ Forasmuch as several Acts of Parliament made in this Kingdom, especially 
‘ an Act made in the 6th year of her present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “A11 Act for the 
‘ encouragement and improvement of the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures,” have been 

* found, by experience, not to have fully and effectually answered the purposes for which 

* they were intended, and that particularly because no mention is made, nor encourage- 
ment given, for Flaxseed to be imported, which, if granted, would greatly conduce to 

* English Jour. Lords and Com. 1696 to 1698, Speech from the Throne, the same annual Grant 
Vols. XI. XII . andlrish Com. Jour. 1774, Vol. IX. has been made for its support, that was given by 
App. cclxxxvii. the Parliament of Ireland, 

+ The Speech addressed from the Throne, to the J Vid. Printed Proceedings of the Linen board, 
last meeting of that Parliament, contained these Vol. 1823, App. p. 5. 

words :— “ I recommend to your usual attention the $ The Linen Bo ard was established on the 

“ Agriculture, the Manufactures, and particularly 10th of October, 1711, in the Government of 
“ the Linen Manufacture of Ireland.”— (1800, Vol. Jamks, Duke of Ormonde. 

XIX. p. 12.) Although since the Union, the || Irish Sfu. Vol. IV. p. 240. 

Linen Manufacture has not been noticed in any 

“ the 
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* the improvement of the Linen Manufacture of this Kingdom, Be it therefore Enacted, See. 

* that whosoever shall import, or cause to be imported, into this Kingdom, any good 
‘ and sound Flaxseed, of the growth of Russia, Germany, the Netherlands, or East 
4 Country, shall receive, for every hogshead of such Flaxseed, a premium of Five Shil- 
4t lings.' In the year 1779-1780, a further Act was passed, 19, 20 Geo. III. Cap. 33, * 
by which it is thus further declared and enacted : ‘ Whereas Flaxseed raised in this 
‘ Kingdom is found to be of as good quality as any imported, and sufficient quantities 
4 could be raised therein, if the Cultivation thereof were promoted and not discouraged by 
‘ Bounties on the importation of Foreign Flaxseed ; and whereas the annual average amount 

* of those Bounties, for eight years past, appears to have been the sum of 7,250 1 . be it 
‘ enacted, &c. that no Bounty shall henceforth be paid on account of any Flaxseed or 
4 Linseed imported into this Kingdom, and that a sum after the rate of 7,2507. shall be 
4 applied to encourage the growth Flaxseed and Hempseed in this Kingdom.’ The Trustees 
were required by this Act to offer Premiums, to the extent of 7,250 /. determining the 
portion thereof for each county. 

2. “ In the year 1719, an Act was passed, 6th Geo. I. Cap. 4, Sec. 7, f by which an 
additional Duty of one shilling was laid upon every pound weight of Tea, and three-pence 
upon every pound weight of Coffee, Chocolate, and Cocoa-Nuts, imported into Ireland ; 
and by the 8th Section of said Act, it was enacted, that these ‘ additional Duties, and all 
4 money arising therefrom, should be paid to the Trustees appointed for the management 
4 of the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures of this Kingdom, to be by them applied to 
4 encourage and support the said Manufactures, and the Trade thereof, in this Kingdom.' 
Again, in the year 1780 — By the 19th and 20th Geo. III. Cap. 33, Sec. 7, it was enacted, 
that there should be levied, and paid, a duty of sixpence a Gallon, for and upon every 
gallon of Linseed Oil imported into Ireland, and ‘ that all money arising thereby should 
4 be paid to the Trustees, to be by them expended in further encouraging the raising of 
4 Flaxseed or Hempseed in this Kingdom.’ The produce of these Duties has continued 
to be appropriated to the uses of the Trustees, with the exception of the Duties upon 
Tea ana Coffee, which were commuted by the following Acts, for the sums here stated. In 
the year 1767, an Act was passed, 7th Geo. III. Cap. 2, Sec. 21, $ by which it was 
enacted, that ‘so much of the yearly produce of the said Duties arising upon Teas, 
4 as shall amount to the sum of 10,000 1 . yearly, shall, in the first place, be paid to 

* the Trustees of the Hempen and Linen Manufactures in this Kingdom, and so 
4 much of the residue of the produce of said Duty as shall amount to the sum of 
4 7,300/. yearly, shall be placed to the account of the King’s hereditary revenue .’ The 
remainder of the produce was by said Act directed to go towards discharging the 
interest of the then Public Debt of Ireland. The Tea Duties were afterwards discharged 
of this sum, and a like sum was created a charge by the 21, 22 Geo. III. Cap. i. 
Sec. 26, § upon the General Revenues of the Country, for the use of the Trustees ‘ to 
4 promote the said Manufactures.’ In the year 1788, under the 28th Geo. III. Cap. 7, 
Sec. 20, || it was enacted, that ‘ out of the Duties charged by this Act upon the import- 
‘ atiou of Coffee, the sum of 350 /. shall be paid to the Trustees, to be by them applied to 
4 encourage and support the said Manufacture and the Trade thereof in this Kingdom.’ 
These two sums make together the Sura of 10,350/. already stated; and here it is to be 
remembered, that the general Revenues of the Country always gained, what the Trustees 
lost by these ** commutations. 

3. “ In 

* Irish Stat. Vol. IX. p. 636. Ji lb. Vol. XII. p. 11. 

t lb. Vol. IV. p. 505. || lb. Vol. XIV. p. 543. 

I lb. Vol. IX. p. 501. 



** The following Statements, which have been taken from Parliamentary Returns, will afford some 
idea of the Revenue which these duties did produce to the Linen Manufacture, and do now produce to 
the Crown, and although, on the one hand, it is by no means contended, that the Crown could have 
permitted these Duties to remain to the uses of the Linen Trade, after they had become so productive 
as to form no unimportant portion of the General Revenues of the Country, yet, on the other hand, 
it is not altogether uninteresting to consider the value of such of them, as the Linen Board have at 
different times been called upon to surrender, and of those that yet remain for the service of the Linen 
Manufacture. 

Tea: — T ake the three years, preceding the period of commuting the Duty on this article, for a 
Grant of £. 10,000 a year. 

Product 0 f Duty 
at is. per ft. " 

Weight. 

£. 10,244 11 - 

- 11.845 8 - 

- 14,899 8 - 



Years ended 
Hath March. 

1764 

1765 

1766 



404,891 

236,908 

297.988 



The progressive increase in the produce of this Duty may be collected, 
it, for the last three years. 



3,238.498 

3,150,158 
3.493*9 ®° 
b 3 



by looking to the amount of 
Produce of Duty 
Weight. 

£. 161,924 18 - 

157.507 18 - 

174,698 - — 

Coffee : 
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3. “ In the year 1723, an Act was passed, 10 Geo. I. Cap. 1, Sec. 13, * whereby the 
sum of 2,000 1 . was granted to the Trustees, ‘ to encourage the raising of sufficient quan- 
‘ tities of Hemp and Flax in this Kingdom.’ 

4. “ And, lastly, in the year 1733, an Act was passed, 7th Geo. II. Cap. 1, Sec. 9, + 
whereby a further sum of 2,000 1 . was granted to the Trustees, ‘ for the further encourage- 
ment of the Flaxen and Hempen Manufactures in the Provinces of Leinster, Munster 

' and Connaught.’ ' 

“ Thus it appears, that this sum of 21,600 l. is partly composed — of a sum granted m 
heu of Bounties formerly paid out of the general Revenues of the Country — of two suras 

g iven in exchange for Duties, appropriated to the uses of the trade, the produce of which 
as since reverted to the Crown — and of two Grants made for the extension of the Trade, 
particularly in the Provinces of Leinster, Munster, and Connaught, all of which took 
place in the successive reigns of Queen Anne, and of their Majesties Geo. I. and Geo. II. 
and it further appears, that neither throughout the whole of the reign of His Majesty 
Geo. III. the longest in the annals of the British Monarchy, nor since the accession of 
His Majesty Geo. IV. has any addition been made to this annual Grant, for the maintenance 
of the Staple Manufacture of Ireland. 

The Parliament of the United Kingdom continued this Grant of 21,600 1 . appropriated 
in manner and terms above stated, down to the year 1807, in which year they granted the 
same sum generally , that is, without the usual appropriations, as will appear by reference 
to the 47th Geo. III. Cap. 76, Sec. 23, whereby it is enacted, ‘ that out of all or any the 
1 aids or supplies aforesaid, there shall and may be issued, and applied, any sum or suras 
of money, not exceeding Twenty-one Thousand and Six Hundred Pounds, Irish currency, 
‘ to be paid to the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland, for one 
‘ year ending the 5th day of January, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seven, to be 
‘ by the said Trustees applied in such manner as shall appear to them to be most conducive 
‘ to promote and encourage the said Manufactures’ This sum has been annually granted 
since, in the same general terms.” 

* Irish Stat. Vol. V. p. 80. f lb. Vol. VI. p. 4. 



Coffee Take, in like manner, the three years preceding the period of commuting the Duty 
this article, for a Grant of £.350 a year. 

fears ended Coffee Imported. 

95(/. March •Cv.ls. qrs. lbs. 

1785 - - - 64 o 14 - 

1786 - - - - 288 o 14 - 

1787 - -• - 102 2 10 - 

*These were the denominations of the quantity of Coffe 
'Flie progressive increase of the produce of this Duty, may, 

to the amount of it for the last three years. 



Produce iff Duty 
at 3 d. per lb. 
Weight. 

£. 89 15 6 
403 7 6 



these years. — It is now entered in lbs. weight- 
like manner, be collected from looking 



Tears ended 
5th January 
1820 
1821 
1822 



Weight rf Coffee 
Imported, 
lbs. 

- 44C999 
234,265 

- 243,425 



Produce ff Duty 
at 3 d. per lb. 
Weight. 

*•5,524 19 9 
2,928 6 3 
3,042 16 3 



Chocolate, Cocoa-nuts, and Lin3eed-oil: 

The only Duties i that remain to the uses of the Trade, from the Acts above stated, or any other 
Acts, are those upon Chocolate, Cocoa Nuts, and Linseed Oil, after deducting thereout the 
Hereditary Duty, (see 54 Geo. III. Cap. 129, Sec. 18.) The Hereditary Duties are, viz.: 

Linseed Oil, 3 /. the Tun ; Chocolate, 3 d. the lb. ; and Cocoa Nuts, \%d. the lb (Hautem ille's 

Digest of Customs, 1821, p. 530 Of these Duties, the Cocoa Nuts alone were productive in 

the last three years, their net Produce was as follows : 

Years ended 5th January, 1820 - £ 269 10 4 

5th January, 1821 ... 336 7 

5th January, 1822 ... 477 6 g 



1,083 12 8 

Average £ £.361 4 2 



4 Other Duties were appropriated at different times to the Linen Manufacture, viz sixpence a Hide 
upon raw and untanned Hides exported from Ireland, cj-c. but they have either expired without commu- 
tation, or have so long ceased to be productive, as to be no longer noticed in any Revenue- Return. 
[Frotn the Proceedings of the Linen Board of Ireland.'] 



JAMES CORRY. 
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